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Kika de la Garza
95-575
Washington D C
TEXAS COTTON GINNERS meet in Dallas on February 25-26 in their association'. 64th
annual convention, and I expect to be present. The ginners have honored _ with an
invitation to make the convention's keynote address on the opening day of the 11188ting·
Aa South Texans are will aware, cotton is of great importance ot our area and to the
entire State. Texas is, of course, by far the leading cotton-producing State. The
U S Department of Agri~'llture crop forecasters have pegged Texas cotton acreage for
this year at 5.5 million acres. The forecast for the nation is 12,800,000 acres. I
look forward to meeting with our Texas ginners to discuss matters of mutual concern.
* * *
WATER PROJECTS in our area are down for continued appropriations in the suggested
Federal budget for the fiscal year 1978 beginning next October 1.
The R~clamation Bureau is asking for an appropriation of $18,710,000
for the Nueces River project. With advances from non-Federal sources of $5,290,000,
the program total will be $24 million. Construction of Choke Canyon Dam and relocation
of State Highway 72 and the acquisition of rights-of-way will continue. A contract
will be awarded for the relocation of Farm-to-Market Road 99. Collection of design
data will be completed and design work will begin on the recreation facilities.
Another budgeLresyest by the Bureau of Reclamation is for $232,000
for continuing the Lowe~ Rio Grande Valley rehabilitation project, Mercede. Division.
The program calls for completion of the river pumping plant and initiating· the. pur-
chase and installation of the water metering facilities.
In the lo~n p=ogra~, the Bureau's budget asks $1,064,000 for Cameron
County Water Control and Improvement District No. 5 and $2 million for the Hidalgo
County Water Control and I~provement District No.5.
Ar~y Engi~eers civil works projects in the 15th Congressional District
include the following budget requests for fiscal 1978: Brazos Island Harbor, $1,135,000:
Lower Rio Grande Basin (Phase I), $200,000 for advance engineering and design; Palo
Blanco ~reek and Cibolo Creek in the vicinity of Faturrias, $60,000 for general
investigations; and San Diego Creek, Alice, $75,000 for general investigations.
As usual, I will be closely following the appropriations requests for
these projects all the way through committee consideration, action in the House cham-
ber and final apprGval by the President.
* *
SCHOOL DISTRICTS which have had buildings destroyed or seriously damaged by local
catastrophes such as flc~d, hurricane, earthquake, storm or fire may now receive finan-
cial aid under a recent change in Federal regulations by the Office of Education.
Pteviously, school districts could receive money to repair or replace schoot facilities
only when struck by a major -- and underline major -- natural disaster. Aid was not
provided for disasters unless they were severe enough or extensive enough to be deter-
mined by the President as major. Now, financial aid for local or pinpoint disasters
is available as long as the damage is not caused by willful negligence or malicious
action.
Loans are available for the reconstruction of .eriously damaged or
destroyed school facilities. Grants are available for minor repair of school facil-
ities and for the replacement of supplies and equipment. Grants may also be made for
loss of current operating revenues which can be attributed to a pinpoint disaster.
Local education agencies seeking such assistance must first ask the Governor to pre-
sent a request for funds to the U S Commissioner of Education. On the basis of the
application and supporting data the Commissioner will decide whether pinpoint di.aster
assistance is warranted.
* * *
U S FARMERS OWE MORE than they ever have before. Their total combined debt is now
about $90 billion compared with about $44 billion 10 years ago. Their debt haa been
increasing every year and, significantly, it is growing at record rates (10, 11, and
12 percent in the last three years), according to figures made available to me by
Federal Reserve surveys.
Of even greater significance, these surveys show that farmers are having
more trouble paying back their debts this year than last year. South Texas farm pro-
ducers hardly need to be told that land and equipment prices have been soaring while
crop prices have been low. This combination makes it tough to repay loans.
Support legislation for farm products is handled in the House of Repre-
sentatives by the Agriculture Livestock and Grains Subcommittee. This year I am serving
on this important subcommittee, which is headed by our friend and fellow-Texan, Rep
Bob Poage, and we hope to have legislation this Spring.
* * *
VISITORS FROM HOME: Visiting my office from home this week were Mr Jesse Benton,
~dge Ra~amonof Brownsville; Mr Clyde Fincher of Harlingen; Mr Bob Chandler and,
Mrs Ann McNallen of McAllen.
* * *
